TEST TAKING STRATEGIES

Restate, Answer and Detail (R.A.D.)
The article “Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa” offers several theories about who the real Mona Lisa was.  Based on information in the article, name one possible identity of Mona Lisa.  Use details from the article to support your answer.
Use a three step regime for teaching the students to respond.  
STEP 1.  Restate.  Restate the question……

Have the students practice underlining the key parts of the question; this will help them identify exactly what is being asked.
The article “Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa” offers several theories about who the real Mona Lisa was.  Based on information in the article, name one possible identity of Mona Lisa.  Use details from the article to support your answer.
Then the students can construct the beginning of their answer.
There are several theories about who the Mona Lisa really was…….

Or get fancy,

For hundreds of years, people have argued about just who the Mona Lisa really was?
Or go premium,
Every wondered who the Mona Lisa really was?  So many people have,
STEP 2.  Answer.  Answer the question. 
Go to your notes and look for your answer.  Read and circle any information that you have in your note that will help you answer what is asked.  If you don’t have anything there, read your notes from the top so they can remind you of things that you still have in your head.  Add this to your restating...
There are several theories about who the Mona Lisa really was and one theory is that she was the wife of a famous French King…….
Or get fancy,

For hundreds of years, people have argued about just who the Mona Lisa really was?  Well, rumor has it, that she was the wife of a French King….

Or go premium,
Every wondered who the Mona Lisa really was?  So many people have, but no-one is really sure.  One theory is that she is the wife of a French King ….
3.  Details.  Use details as the evidence.
Include reference to the text, by writing about when it was said and completing information that may not be in the answer. 
There are several theories about who the Mona Lisa really and one theory is that she was the wife of a famous French King.  In the article, it states that Da Vinci was paid handsomely to paint her, so the King could give it to his wife as a gift.

Or get fancy,

For hundreds of years, people have argued about just who the Mona Lisa really was?  Well, rumor has it, that she was the wife of a French King.  Seems the King wanted to impress his wife, so, as it says in the text, he paid Da Vinci lots of money to make a portrait of his wife.

Or go premium,
Every wondered who the Mona Lisa really was?  So many people have, but no-one is really sure.  One theory is that she is the wife of a French King.  He could have been either a romantic or a rogue, because it states in the text, that one of the theories is that he asked Da Vinci to paint her portrait so he could give it to her as a gift.  Perhaps he didn’t pay, that’s why Da Vinci kept it, or perhaps he liked her a little too much.

