Component 3B: Using Questioning and Discussion  

Adopted from Charlotte Danielson Framework for Teaching
Elements: Quality of Questions * Discussion Techniques * Student Participation 
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	Domain 3: INSTRUCTION
Component 3B: Using Questioning and Discussion  

Elements: Quality of Questions * Discussion Techniques * Student Participation

	ELEMENTS
	

	Quality of Questions
	Teacher's questions are virtually all of poor quality, with low cognitive challenge and a single correct response. They are also asked in rapid succession.  
	Teacher's questions are a combination of low and high quality, posed in rapid succession. Only some invite a thoughtful response.  
	Most of teacher's questions are of high quality. Adequate time is provided for students to respond.  
	Teacher's questions are of uniformly high quality, with adequate time for students to respond. Students formulate many questions.  

	Discussion Techniques
	Interaction between teacher and students is predominantly recitation style, with the teacher mediating all questions and answers. 
	Teacher makes some attempt to engage students in genuine discussion rather than recitation, with uneven results. 
	Teacher creates a genuine discussion among students, stepping aside when appropriate. 
	Students assume considerable responsibility for the success of the discussion, initiating topics and making unsolicited contributions. 

	Student Participation

	A few students dominate the discussion. 
	Teacher attempts to engage all students in the discussion, but with only limited success.
	Teacher successfully engages all students in the discussion. 
	Students themselves ensure that all voices are heard in the discussion. 

	Overall Summary
	Teacher’s questions are of low cognitive challenge, single correct responses, and asked in rapid succession. Interaction between teacher and students is predominantly recitation style, with the teacher mediating all questions and answers. A few students dominate the discussion. 
	Teacher’s questions lead students through a single path of inquiry, with answers seemingly determined in advance. Alternatively the teacher attempts to frame some questions designed to promote student thinking and understanding, but only a few students are involved.  Teacher attempts to engage all students in the discussion and to encourage them to respond to one another, with uneven results. 
	While the teacher may use some low-level questions, he or she poses questions to students designed to promote student thinking and understanding. Teacher creates a genuine discussion among students, providing adequate time for students to respond, and stepping aside when appropriate. Teacher successfully engages most students in the discussion, employing a range of strategies to ensure that most students are heard.
	Teacher uses a variety or series of questions or prompts to challenge students cognitively, advance high level thinking and discourse, and promote meta-cognition. Students formulate many questions, initiate topics and make unsolicited contributions. Students themselves ensure that all voices are heard in the discussion. 

	Critical Attributes Checklist
	· Questions are rapid-fire, and convergent, with a single correct answer. 

· Questions do not invite student thinking. 

· All discussion is between teacher and students; students are not invited to speak directly to one another. 

· A few students dominate the discussion. 


	· Teacher frames some questions designed to promote student thinking, but only a few students are involved. 

· The teacher invites students to respond directly to one another’s ideas, but few students respond. 

· Teacher calls on many students, but only a small number actually participate in the discussion. 


	· Teacher uses open-ended questions, inviting students to think and/or have multiple possible answers. 

· The teacher makes effective use of wait time. 

· The teacher builds on/uses student responses to questions effectively. 

· Discussions enable students to talk to one another, without ongoing mediation by the teacher. 

· The teacher calls on most students, even those who don’t initially volunteer. 

· Many students actively engage in the discussion. 
	In addition to the characteristics of “Effective,”  

· Students initiate higher-order questions. 

· Students extend the discussion, enriching it. 

· Students invite comments from their classmates during a discussion. 




