SHOW ME WHERE YOU'VE BEEN

ACTIVITIES

It should be noted, that most of the time, the text may be challenging- deliberately so.  By assigning challenging text students can feel a gentle uncomfortableness so that they are required to apply all of the strategies that they know to create meaning.  Activities after they read can vary.

*Multiple choice questions (test prep).

* Short response questions so they can use RAD strategy.

* Get students to question every piece of text that they read by answering four simple questions.

· What type of text is it?  (STRUCTURE)

· How do you know?  (TEXT FEATURES)

· Who wrote it and why?  (AUTHOR'S PURPOSE)

· What is the main idea/point of the text? (MAIN IDEA)
* Socratic seminar discussions to show their level of meaning.

* Writing their own questions for other students so they can test/quiz each other.

* Play Stump the Stars- choose a team of two or three students who sit in the middle (THE STARS), and everyone else has to ask them questions about the text.  Rewards can be cheesy like a round of applause or M&M's. 

* Have the students construct the graphic organizer that the writer would have used to plan the writing.

* Write a response to the author about their thoughts.

* Choose the three sentences that resonated with them, write why they chose them and why they are essential to the article/story.

* Identify any figurative language in the pieces and try to substitute with some of their own.

* Give the article a rating out of 10 and explain the rating with cited textual evidence.

* Read the piece aloud to a partner (after initial reading) to practice intonation. 

* CSI (Carefully Studying Information) partner reading to discover teacher questions.

* Identify, using three different highlighter:  NOUNS, ADJECTIVES, VERBS.

* Choose five words in the text and write synonyms, antonyms for each one.

* Draw a line down the middle of the page. On one side write down important quotes, on the other comment on and analyze the quotes.

* Let the students preview the text and have a brief discussion about what the article will be about.  Have them write down at least three things they know about the topic on one side of an index card.  After they finish, turn the card over and write down everything they learned.
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