
DANIELSON 3b 
Using Questioning and Discussion Techniques
It is important that questioning and discussion are used as techniques to deepen student understanding, rather than serving as recitation, or a verbal “quiz.” Good teachers use divergent as well as convergent questions, framed in such a way that they invite students to formulate hypotheses, make connections, or challenge previously held views. Students’ responses to questions are valued; effective teachers are especially adept at responding to and building on student responses and making use of their ideas. High quality questions encourage students to make connections among concepts or events previously believed to be unrelated, and arrive at new understandings of complex material. Effective teachers also pose questions for which they do not know the answers. Class discussions are animated, engaging all students in important issues and in using their own language to deepen and extend their understanding. They may be based around questions formulated by the students themselves.  

In order for students to formulate high-level questions, they must have learned how to do this. Therefore, high-level questions from students, either in the full class, or in small group discussions, provide evidence that these skills have been taught. 

Reflection Questions
3B:  USING QUESTIONING AND DISCUSSION TECHNIQUES

· What are the challenges you find in questioning students?

· What are some of the strategies for teaching students to formulate higher order questions for their classmates?

· To what extent do students take responsibility for being involved in discussion?

· What are some of the practical ways you can ensure all students participate in discussions?

· How do you make sure that all students have a voice in discussion?
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