DOMAIN 3:  INSTRUCTION
Competency 3b:  Using Questioning & Discussion Techniques

Questions of high quality cause students to think and reflect, to deepen their understanding, and to test their ideas against those of their classmates. When teachers ask questions of high quality, they ask only a few of them, and they provide students with sufficient time to think about their response, to reflect on the comments of their classmates, and to deepen their understanding. 
Effective teachers promote learning through discussion. In a true discussion, a teacher poses a question, and invites all students’ views to be heard, and enabling students to engage in discussion directly with one another, not always mediated by the teacher. 

Teacher uses a range of techniques to ensure that all students contribute to the discussion, and enlist the assistance of students to ensure this outcome. 

	CHARACTERISTICS OF COMPETENCY 3B
	Uses questions to deepen student understanding and make connections
	Uses a variety of questions and allows wait time for students to think about responses
	Teachers asks open-ended questions, with multiple answers, that involve many students
	Class discussions are animated, with students talking to students, making up their own questions, defending answers, and commenting on other student answers
	Questions grow to a high level and even students who don't volunteer are contributors
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