DANIELSON 2d The Classroom Environment
In order for students to be able to engage deeply with content, the classroom environment must be orderly; the atmosphere must feel business-like and productive, without being authoritarian. In a productive classroom, standards of conduct are clear to students; they know what they are permitted to do, and what they can expect of their classmates. Even when their behavior is being corrected, students feel respected; their dignity is not undermined. Skilled teachers regard positive student behavior not as an end in itself, but as a prerequisite to high levels of engagement in content. 

It is clear, either from what the teacher says or by inference from student actions, that expectations for student conduct have been established and that they are being implemented. 

Experienced teachers seem to have eyes “in the backs of their heads;” they are attuned to what’s happening in the classroom and can move subtly to help students, when necessary, re-engage with the content being addressed in the lesson.  At a high level, such monitoring is preventive and subtle, which makes it challenging to observe. 

Even experienced teachers find that their students occasionally violate one or another of the agreed-upon standards of conduct; how the teacher responds to such infractions is an important mark of the teacher’s skill. Accomplished teachers try to understand why students are conducting themselves in such a manner and respond in such a way that they respect the dignity of the student. The best responses are those that address misbehavior early in an episode, although this is not always possible. 

Reflection Questions
· What do you do in your classroom to make sure that every student knows and understands the expectations of student conduct?

· What practices do you employ to guide students in their behavior during instruction and what strategies do you use to deal with students who challenge the expectations?

· What evidence would someone find in your classroom of supportive positive behavior strategies?

· How do you actively prevent student misbehavior in your classroom?

· How do you encourage students to take an active role in monitoring their own behavior and that of other students?
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