
TOPIC- LISTENING STRATEGIES FOR NOTETAKING.

Although we are at different levels and using different strategies with note taking, there remains the opportunity to reach a level of connectedness for our students across the grades.  Our ultimate aim here is to provide students with a common sense, transparent, note taking tool that is transferable as students grow in the school and provides the information needed to respond both short and extended responses.
One of these connected ideas is the use of the term triggers.  When students are able to take notes, in the form of triggers, it allows them to remember the story and consequently, be able to answer the responses.  Most listening questions asked in the grade 3, 4 and 5 levels do not require the student to deeply infer, make connections or show intuition.  At these grade levels, students are required to answer mostly “right there or look deep” questions.  Questions that can be answered, if the students remember the text.  Questions that can be answered if students have notes that enable them to remember the text.  Identifying triggers and having students practice how to do this, is a great strategy before moving onto answering the questions.
SETTING THE TRIGGER

Modeling at this stage and at every grade level, is extremely important.  Students may not be familiar with the term, so an explanation about a trigger “making something happen” and general conversation about how we remember things, is a good idea.  Align this to the fact, in grades 2-5, that it is a valuable testing tip that we can use to be better listeners and writers.
GRADE K-1

For younger children, using artifacts as triggers can lead to a great retell.  “Here is a stub of a Mets ticket that I bought from home.  Let me tell you about the day at the baseball when I bought the ticket.”  All the time embellishing the story and referring to the ticket as your trigger.
This can lead into two or three artifacts, words or phrases, all followed by an oral retell.  Students can then follow this model and this can lead to sentence and small story writing…all from triggers.
GRADE 2

Leading up to note taking- students can use triggers to commence oral retelling.  Start with stories that are familiar to them.  Fairy tales, books read in class, favorite stories, are all a great source.  Write the triggers on individual cards.  Goldilocks, three bears, porridge, chair, bed, dark woods.  What story do these triggers remind you of?  Tell the story using the triggers.”  After the story telling.  “Look at how much detail you can remember, just from these five triggers!”
As students get more comfortable they can work by writing triggers from their favorite stories.  “Remember the Ugly Duckling story we read last week.  What would be the trigger words that you would remember so you could tell the story?”

This can be scaffolded into students collecting trigger words as they read and then retelling with partners.
All of these strategies are valuable as a basis for note taking which it an important component of the ELA test. 
GRADES 3-5
Triggers are a way of getting students to understand that they can collect information by listening which will enable them to complete a task.  Students can begin using triggers from the beginning of the school year.  As teachers model, and students work together to practice strategies, they will be more adept at recognizing trigger words or phrases and consequently retelling and answering questions.

GRADE 3-5 MODELING
Effective strategies for students in grade 3-5 begin with the teacher reading aloud to students, and having already pre-identified trigger words or phrases on cards for the students to see.  The teacher can then model retelling by using the triggers and using them to remind her of the other parts in the story that were triggered by the word. For example; 
UNFORTUNATE MR. BROWN
Mr. Brown had always admired the new cars at O’Grady’s car yard and today was the day that he would make his dream come true.  He bought a shiny blue Cadillac, with white wall tires, and a new radio that played all of his favorite songs so loud that he had to wind down the windows.  Mr. Brown loved his new car so much and spent all day driving around. He kept starting at the shiny leather seats, and playing with the radio knobs.  He was so distracted that he didn’t see the dark stormy clouds gathering overhead.  Suddenly it poured buckets of water from the sky.  The terrible storm drowned water over the road, over the trees and over his car.  The roads turned to mud in seconds.  He drove frantically home but by the time he got there his shiny new car was spoiled.   His paintwork was covered in dirty drops and his white walled tires were brown with mud.  No-one would have noticed his tears as the rain poured down on his head as he slowly walked inside.  Poor Mr. Brown.

Trigger words:  Mr. Brown, O’Grady’s car yard, new Cadillac, white wheels, radio, rainstorm, muddy roads, crying.

The teacher can retell this story, after covering the text, by using the triggers.  She can then ask the students what information she included in her retell that she didn’t have in her triggers.  She can explain how the triggers helped her remember the story and made it easier for her.
This strategy can be modeled many times, and each time the teacher can reduce the trigger words, or embellishing the links from the words.  She may even use descriptive words to reduce the trigger size…i.e.  No-one would have noticed his tears as the rain poured down on his head as he slowly walked inside.  Poor Mr. Brown. - could be triggered by the word “UPSET”.

GRADE 3-5 SHARED PRACTICE
The students can learn to take notes together by listening to the teacher and writing triggers that they agree upon as they read.  At the end of the two readings, the students can join with another group and combine their words and do the retell with each other or to another team.  This will eventually lead to students taking their own trigger words as they read and retelling either orally or through writing.

Other successful activities using trigger words include;

· A student writing on an easel as the teacher reads then sharing with the class

· Taped versions of short stories so that the teacher can model as she listens

· Older students working with small groups reading and comparing the trigger word lists

· Collecting triggers at a listening center

· Writing pretend stories from trigger words
CREATIVE SCHOOL SERVICES  |  Brian@creativeschoolservices.com  |  914 843 0407


