QUESTIONING TECHNIQUES

Elementary classroom comprehension strategies are continuously evolving and growing. Educators have become more concerned with higher-order thinking skills and multifaceted understanding in both fiction and expository pieces of text. Using "right there," "look deep," and "I wonder" questions can support teachers in guiding students to higher-order thinking and meaning making. 

Right There

"Right there" questions play an essential role in building a foundation for reader comprehension. To become literate individuals, students must be able to pinpoint significant facts in nonfiction pieces. With "right there" questions, teachers ask students to locate correct responses directly in the author’s text. For example, students should be able to identify facts culled from the text. From reading a biography of Abraham Lincoln, students should learn the answer to, "What year did Lincoln die?" 

In fiction pieces, "right there" questions support learners in identifying character details and story elements and following key plotlines. "Right there" questions are often found on multiple-choice quizzes and at the end of nonfiction chapters. 


Look Deep

Using "look deep" questions gives students the opportunity to formulate responses based on inferences about what is written in the text. For example, using the book Elmer, by David McKee, students could be asked to speculate on the cause behind Elmer’s desire to be elephant-colored. Students can surmise from the overall mood of the story that Elmer seeks to be like the others in his group. Because the author does not explicitly write this, students have a chance to create their own understanding of character motivation and the central concepts and messages of the text. Teachers can stimulate discussion among students as multiple answers surface and evolve. 


I Wonder
There are no correct or incorrect responses with "I wonder" questions. Students can freely explore their own thoughts. These types of questions often request students to respond to "what if" scenarios. Reading the book Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs, by Judi Barrett, children might wonder, "What if we went back to Chewandswallow?" Reading Bridge to Terabithia, by Katherine Paterson, they might wonder, "What would I have named the fictional world?"
The answers to "I wonder" questions do not lie within the words written in the books. Students must broaden their thinking. "I wonder" questions can serve as a springboard to further inquiry. Students could be asked to pen sequels to accompany the texts they have read or participate in student-led inquiry projects and investigations. Ownership of ideas is in students’ hands, which often leads to both greater understanding and increased engagement. 

 

Teachers can use these three types of questions with any piece of text, including book chapters, picture books, short stories, Web site content, and other "text" forms such as movies. The teacher should create a list of questions categorized by the questioning strategy, which allows students to clearly distinguish between the varying types of questioning and thought work. The list also serves as an effective tool for teachers in evaluating whether they are best utilizing all three varieties of questions. Using all three questioning strategies effectively can help teachers best address numerous levels of cognitive development. Students will be engaged in activities and thoughts that range from an introductory comprehension and recall level to a deeper, more advanced stage of processing and meaningful insight.

QUICK QUESTIONING TIPS
Amy Brualdi suggests the following tips for asking questions that will get your students thinking: 

· Phrase questions clearly.

· Ask questions of primarily an academic nature.

· Allow three to five seconds of wait-time after asking a question.

· Encourage students to respond in some way to each question asked.

· Balance responses from those students who volunteer and those who don't.

· Probe students' responses to have them clarify ideas, support a point of view, or extend their thinking.

· Acknowledge correct responses from students and use praise specifically and discriminately.

BLOOM'S QUESTIONING STEMS

	REMEMBERING

What happened after...?
How many...?
Who was it that...?
Can you name the...?
Describe what happened at...?
Who spoke to...?
Can you tell why...?
Find the meaning of...?
What is...?
Which is true or false...?


	UNDERSTANDING

Can you write in your own words...?
Can you write a brief outline...?
What do you think could of happened next...?
Who do you think...?
What was the main idea...?
Who was the key character...?
Can you distinguish between...?
What differences exist between...?
Can you provide an example of what you mean...?
Can you provide a definition for...?
	APPLYING

Do you know another instance where...?
Could this have happened in...?
Can you group by characteristics such as...?
What factors would you change if...?
Can you apply the method used to some experience of your own...?
What questions would you ask of...?
From the information given, can you develop a set of instructions about...?
Would this information be useful if you had a ...?

	ANALYZING

Which events could have happened...?
I ... happened, what might the ending have been?
How was this similar to...?
What was the underlying theme of...?
What do you see as other possible outcomes?
Why did ... changes occur?
Can you compare your ... with that presented in...?
Can you explain what must have happened when...?
How is ... similar to ...?
What are some of the problems of...?
Can you distinguish between...?
What were some of the motives behind...?
What was the turning point in the game?
What was the problem with...?
	EVALUATING

Is there a better solution to...
Judge the value of...
Can you defend your position about...?
Do you think ... is a good or a bad thing?
How would you have handled...?
What changes to ... would you recommend?
Do you believe?
Are you a ... person?
How would you feel if...?
How effective are...?
What do you think about...?
	CREATING

Can you design a ... to ...?
Why not compose a song about...?
Can you see a possible solution to...?
If you had access to all resources how would you deal with...?
Why don't you devise your own way to deal with...?
What would happen if...?
How many ways can you...?
Can you create new and unusual uses for...?
Can you write a new recipe for a tasty dish?
can you develop a proposal which would...


