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	COMPONENT
	
	T
	C
	P
	DN

	IDEAS
The main content of the argument, the extent it is explained and elaborated using specific, relevant, and accurate details
	· Demonstrates an understanding of the issue
	
	
	
	

	
	· Completes all parts of the task
	
	
	
	

	
	· Supports claim(s) with;

-clear reasons 
	
	
	
	

	
	-relevant evidence
	
	
	
	

	
	-logical reasoning (7 & 8)
	
	
	
	

	
	- credible sources
	
	
	
	

	
	- accurate credible sources (7&8)
	
	
	
	

	ORGANIZATION

The internal structure of the argument.  How the argument is introduced, explained, bridges between paragraphs, is logical and closes with a sense of resolution.
	· Introduces claim(s) in an original and innovative way.
	
	
	
	

	
	-organizes  reasons and evidence
	
	
	
	

	
	-organizes reasons and evidence logically (7&8)
	
	
	
	

	
	-acknowledges alternate or opposing claims (7) 
	
	
	
	

	
	-acknowledges and distinguish the claims from alternate or opposing claims (8)
	
	
	
	

	
	· Provides a clear and coherent concluding statement

-that follows from the argument 
	
	
	
	

	
	-that follows from and supports the argument (7&8)
	
	
	
	

	
	· Has a clear, sustained focus from beginning to end
	
	
	
	

	
	· Uses strong transitions
	
	
	
	

	VOICE

The sense the writer cares about the argument. 
	· Connects with the audience
	
	
	
	

	
	· Shows a commitment to the topic
	
	
	
	

	WORD CHOICE

Uses rich, colorful, precise language that clarifies and expands the argument.  It moves the reader to a new vision of ideas.


	· Uses powerful  words, phrases and clauses to: 

-clarify the relationships among claims and reasons
	
	
	
	

	
	-create cohesion (7&8)
	
	
	
	

	
	- clarify the relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons and evidence (8)
	
	
	
	

	SENTENCE FLUENCY

The argument flows, with varied sentence length, beginnings, and style.
	· Demonstrates fluency through varied sentence length
	
	
	
	

	
	· Purposefully uses varied sentence beginnings
	
	
	
	

	
	· Sentences effectively build on each other
	
	
	
	

	CONVENTIONS

The mechanical correctness of the argument.  Correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and paragraphing.
	· Demonstrates a strong command of all writing conventions 
	
	
	
	

	
	· Contains few to no errors which disrupt the flow of the writing
	
	
	
	


LEGEND:  T= thoroughly, C= clearly, P= partially, DN= does not
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