
MULTI SESSION TEXTS
Elementary Edition

Teachers can use the text in a number of ways. There is no right or wrong way, but students will need to be sure that they understand that they have to work with the text and that appealing to teachers for assistance is not an option.

This is a series of two-three lessons that you can do with the same text or any genre.

MULTI-SESSION

Session 1 – 25 min
Read the GRADE LEVEL text for 10 minutes (unassisted). Mark the text to show close reading. This can include: annotations of connections, underlining important information, marking E for easy parts and X for parts they found difficult, writing questions that pose in their minds, highlighting words they don’t know, making check marks on the paragraphs as they feel understanding, etc.

Teacher uses the rest of the session discussing the article, briefing over the content, student thoughts, arguments of agreement/disagreements, making connections, talking of consequences, etc. (The aim of this session is that students understand the content)

Session 2 – 25 min

Same text, this time analyzing what the students did to make sense of the text. They can re-read to start the session and then in small groups discuss all of the strategies they used referring to the marks they made during close reading.  They can document this via charts if you wish.  The teacher works with the larger groups discussing successful and unsuccessful strategies and highlights those that may be useful going forward as they work with similar tough text.

Session 3 – 25 min

This session focuses directly on vocabulary. Students go back to their text and discuss all of the words that they struggled with during the reading.  Discuss successful and unsuccessful strategies. Focus heavily on Tier 2 words. Write the words searching for roots, derivatives, prefixes, suffixes, affixes. Students can use these words in a written activity showing meaning by applying them in sentences in other settings. 
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Teaching Considerations

PRE-TEACHING 
· Utilize the first session to MODEL the three-day process for the students before beginning it with them.  Give them opportunities to ask questions and clarify the process. 
· Be transparent about the difficulty of the text, and that through this three session process students will have a much stronger understanding of the text.  Reinforce the idea of gentle uncomfortableness  with the text as a non-negotiable, and the idea that students must struggle unassisted through the text, but will be supported to learn to tackle text independently
· Do a deep dive into the grade appropriate RCCR1 standard to understand its expectations and to guide the kinds of questions asked about the text

· Preview texts to identify Tier 2 words, and to anticipate strategies kids may use to understand the text

TEACHING 

· Alternate the content of the texts among Social Studies, Science, Biography, Autobiography, Argument Writing to expose students to multiple types of non-fiction and persuasive texts

· Have students use different pens for the first two readings to show differences/progressions in thinking about the text
CELEBRATION OF WORK
· Post the texts around the school to highlight the work being done

· Share popular or innovative strategies used, giving credit to students or groups of students who devised/used them

· Publish and distribute a strategy bank that students can use throughout the school year

A Tier 2 words Spelling Bee!

Show Me Where You’ve Been

ACTIVITIES
It should be noted that most of the time, the text may be challenging – deliberately so. By assigning challenging text students can feel a gentle uncomfortableness  so they are required to apply all of the strategies that they know to create meaning.  Activities after they read can vary.

· Multiple choice questions (test prep)

· Short response questions so they can use RAD strategy (Restate, Answer, Detail)

· Get students to question every piece of text they read by answering four simple questions:

· What type of text is it? (STRUCTURE)

· How do you know? (TEXT FEATURES)

· Who wrote it and why? (AUTHOR’S PURPOSE)

· What is the main idea/point of the text (MAIN IDEA)
· Socratic seminar discussions to show their level of meaning

· Writing their own questions for other students to they can test/quiz each other

· Play Stump the Stars – choose a team of two or three students who sit in the middle (THE STARS), and everyone else has to ask them questions about the text. Rewards can be cheesy, like a round of applause or M&Ms

· Have students construct the graphic organizer the writer might have used to plan the writing

· Write a response to the author about their thoughts

· Choose the three sentences that resonated with them, write why they chose them and why they are essential to the article/story

· Identify any figurative language in the pieces and try to substitute with some of their own

· Give the article a rating out of 10 and explain the rating with cited textual evidence

· Read the piece aloud to a partner to practice intonation

· CSI (Carefully Studying Information) partner reading to discover teacher questions

· Identify, using three different highlighters: NOUNS, ADJECTIVES, VERBS

· Choose five words in the text and write synonyms, antonyms for each one

· Draw a line down the middle of the page. On one side write down important quotes; on the other side, comment on and analyze the quotes

· Let the students preview the text and have a brief discussion about what the article will be about.  Have them write down at least three things they know about the topic on one side of an index card. After they finish, turn the card over and write down everything they learned.

