MULTI SESSION COMPLEX TEXT


Teachers can use the text in a number of ways.  There is no right or wrong way, but the students will need to be sure that they understand that they have to work with the text and that appealing to teachers for assistance is not an option.  
This is a series of three lessons that you can do with the same text or any genre.
MULTI-SESSION

Session 1

Read the text for 15 minutes (unassisted).  Mark the text to show close reading.  This can include: annotations of connections, underlining important information, marking E for easy parts and X for parts they found difficult, writing questions that pose in their mind, highlighting words they don't know, making check marks on the paragraphs as they feel understanding, etc.

Teacher uses the rest of the session discussing the article, briefing over the content, students thoughts, arguments of agreement/disagreements, making connections, talking of consequences etc.  (The aim of this session is that they understand the content).

Session 2

Read the text again, no assistance.  This time analyzing what the students did to make sense of the text.  They can re-read to start the session and then in small groups discuss all of the strategies they used referring to the marks they made during close reading.  They can document this via charts if you wish.  The teacher works with the larger groups discussing successful and unsuccessful strategies and highlights those that may be useful going forward as they work with similar tough text.

Session 3

Read the text again.  No assistance. This session focuses directly on vocabulary.  Students go back to their text and discuss all of the words that they struggled with during the reading.  Discuss successful and unsuccessful strategies.  Focus heavily on the Tier 2 words.  Write the words searching for roots, derivatives, prefixes, suffixes, affixes.  Students can use these words in a written activity showing meaning by applying them in sentences in other meaning settings.
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