
THE TWO COMPONENTS OF A GOOD READING CONFERENCE
Component One
Talk with the students about what they are doing as readers
· Listen to your student – Tell them what they are doing well as a reader. Ask them what genres of books have you been reading?

· Ask open-ended questions – Can you comprehend/understand this story? 

· Ask assessment questions-What level are you reading at? What strategies are you using?

· Listen to the students read – Look for fluency and comprehension.

Component Two: Talk with students on how to be better readers
· Give the students constructive feedback. Discuss components of the reading comprehension strategy you are using at the moment? Open ended Questions?

· WE TEACH – an aspect of reading e.g. a skill or strategy from the list in your pocket

· Ask the student to ‘have a go’ at what they’ve just learned. 

· Link the conference to the student’s independent reading – let the student know we expect them to work on that aspect! Write on a sticky note, hand it to them.
· SHOW the student you care about them as a reader– and as a person
Conference Questions - Reading

Open-ended

· What do you think of the book so far?

· What do you think about….?

· Are you reading at home? How is that going?

· Does anyone read to you at home (out of school)?

· What is your next goal as a reader?

· What type of books do you like to read?

· Would you pick your favorite part and read it to me?

· Are there any confusing parts?

· Is this book ‘Just Right’ for you?

· What’s going well in your reading? What can I help you with?

· What do you think about your reading list so far?
· Would you recommend this book to other students? Why?

· How are you using the strategies we used in our mini lesson?

Visualizing

· What is visualizing to you?

· Using your senses (hear, sight etc) what are you thinking about in your head?

· If the main character is using their senses what is going on in their head?
Summarizing

· What is summarizing to you?

· Tell me what’s been going on so far?

· Can you retell in your own words the main idea in the story?

· Can you summarize the text in your own words?

· Can you summarize the last page you have read?
Predicting

· What is predicting to you?

· What do you think is going to happen next in the story?

· What do you think is going to happen a little bit later on and at the end of the story?
Think Aloud

· What is thinking aloud to you?

· Can you tell me out loud what you are thinking?

· Using your own words, can you retell in as much detail as possible what’s going on in the story? 
Test Structure and features

· What are text structures to you?

· Show me some of the text structure that proves this is a non-fiction text?

· How are you using this text structure for your understanding?
Questioning and wondering

· What is questioning and wondering to you?

· Ask me a question about this book and I will look it up to find the answer!

· Do you have any questions for me?
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Informal Reading Conference

Name____________________________      Date______________________________

· Bring me a book that you can read pretty well.

Title of Book_______________________________________ Genre_____________________
· Why did you choose this book?
· What is the reading level of this book for you? 
____ Hard____ Easy____Just Right
· Tell me what the book is about so far
· Read this part of the book for me (Take notes as the child reads silently or orally)
· Tell me what you remember about what you just read
· Lets discuss your strengths and what you need to work on.

Strengths
Goals
Samples of Reading Conference Notes

Summarizing

· Recapped the story and summarized the plot.

· Retold in detail focusing on the key points.

Main Idea

· Stated the key meaning of the excerpt.

· Was able to discern the key recurring theme in the text.

Drawing Conclusions

· Elaborated on an opinion.

· Concluded that_______happened because of _________.

Connections

· Made text to world, self or text connections

· Made connections from books by the same author.

· Reflected on a previous entry. 

· Related the story to student's own life.

· Showed personal reactions to the story. 

· Connected themes in books.

Author’s purpose

· Appreciated the richness of the author’s choice of words.

· Showed empathy with the characters.

· Questioned the author’s purpose for writing.

· Wondered why the author made a particular decision about some aspect of the text. 

· Critiqued authors and shared what they would do differently.

Text Structures & Features

· Noticed the size of the print and other elements of the text layout.

· Noticed and commented on illustrations and details.

Prediction / Prior Knowledge

· Requested information about books by the same author.

· Reflected on their writing in relation to the author’s.

· Gave an example from the text.

· Discussed possible outcomes.

· Thoughtful predictions made.

Inferring

· Able to understand hidden message.

· Was able to read between the lines.

· Inferred what could be the next part of the text and gave reasons.

· Commented on the mood of the story.

.

Questioning

· Posed questions to resolve meaning.

· Asked questions related to characters.

Compare and Contrast

· Explored bigger issues beyond the text.

· Able to explore the differences and similarities between characters and events.

Visualizing

· Was able to use their senses to create a mind picture.

· Students clearly used senses and prior experiences.

Sequence

· Retells story in order of key events.

· Was able to add opinions as they recalled.

Details

· Noted interesting yet not essential details.

· Was affected by a particular detail in the book.

Fact and Opinion

· Can distinguish between fact and opinion.

· Added their own opinion and/or fact to the storyline.

Cause and Effect

· Was able to see how one event caused another.

· Commented on the positives/negatives of a particular behavior.

Character Analysis

· Compared the world of characters to their world.

· Compared a character to a TV show or a movie.

· Understood character development form beginning to end.

· Discussed traits or characteristics of a character.

General Reading behaviors

· Expressed an interest in the topic.

· Gave reasons for abandoning the story.

· Shows enjoyment of books through talk and extension.

· Explained their struggle with a text.

· Reflected on themselves as readers.

· Recommended books and authors.

· Participates with confidence and enthusiasm.

· Discussed genre.

· Is able to sustain own reading through fluency.
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